
  

Rules of Sailing 
 

Right of Way (ROW) Rule 1  
The arrow indicates the direction of the wind. The black boat is "privileged", and has the 
right-of-way. The blue boat is the "burdened" boat and must get out of the way. 

 
Rule 1 

 
 

A sailboat running free must keep clear of one close hauled.  
 
 

Right of Way (ROW) Rule 2  
The arrow indicates the direction of the wind. The black boat is "privileged", and has the 
right-of-way. The blue boat is the "burdened" boat and must get out of the way. 
 

Rule 2 

 
 
A sailboat close hauled on the port tack must keep clear of a sailboat close hauled on the 
starboard tack.  
 
 

Right of Way (ROW) Rule 3  
The arrow indicates the direction of the wind. The black boat is "privileged", and has the 
right-of-way. The blue boat is the "burdened" boat and must get out of the way. 
 

Rule 3 



  

 
 
When both boats are running free on opposite tacks the vessel with the wind on the port 
side must keep clear 
 
 

Right of Way (ROW) Rule 4  
The arrow indicates the direction of the wind. The black boat is "privileged", and has the 
right-of-way. The blue boat is the "burdened" boat and must get out of the way. 
 

Rule 4 

 
 
When both boats are running free on the same tack the boat to windward must keep clear.  
 
 


